
Boss Buffer 

by Colmmcclean » 18 Jul 2014, 15:07  

Hi there, if I use the bypass output on my Boss TU3 as opposed to the normal output do I bypass the buffer circuit 
or not? 
Many thanks, 
Collie. 
 
Colmmcclean  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by Laurie » 18 Jul 2014, 16:26  

Nope. All Boss compact pedals are buffered. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by skugga » 19 Jul 2014, 14:42  

The TU-3 is my favorite of the Boss buffers, it's half the reason it's on my board. 
 

 
skugga  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by Dirk » 19 Jul 2014, 20:02  

So all the buffers are not the same design then? 
 

 
Dirk  

 



Re: Boss Buffer 

by Laurie » 19 Jul 2014, 21:06  

Not at all. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by Dirk » 20 Jul 2014, 12:34  

And the reason for that being? 
 
Any models that suffer from this more than others? 
 

 
Dirk  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by Laurie » 20 Jul 2014, 12:37  

You would have to ask Boss. 
 
The only way to tell the differences is to study the schematics and listen to the tone.  The BF-2 has one of the most 
complicated pass-through/buffer circuits. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by cctsim » 22 Jul 2014, 23:50  

Boss modulation and delay pedals, and the equalizer pedal have a noise reduction circuit (pre-emphasis/de-
emphasis) between the input and output buffers. 
 



Some boss overdrives and distortion pedals have also a JFET input buffer (higher input impedance) instead of the 
more conventional BJT transistor buffer. 
 
cctsim  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by techhed » 24 Sep 2014, 18:02  

What is the difference between the JFET input buffer and the BJT transistor buffer? 
 
techhed  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by cctsim » 29 Sep 2014, 22:51  

The JFET input buffer has higher input impedance which means it will load your guitar or the previous pedal less 
than a BJT input buffer. 
 
On the other hand, the BJT input buffer can drive the following stage better than a JFET type. 
 
cctsim  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by techhed » 06 Oct 2014, 05:17  

So which buffer is in the TU-3? The JFET or the BJT? 
 
techhed  

 

Re: Boss Buffer 

by Laurie » 07 Oct 2014, 11:53  

There is no schematic available for a TU-3 and in the absence of owning one to dismantle it's impossible to know.   
 
The TU-2, for what it's worth, uses a 2SK184 FET. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

 



Re: Boss Buffer 

by techhed » 11 Oct 2014, 20:43  

Ok. Cool. It might be similar in the TU-3. I'll have to check one of these days.  
 
techhed  


