
Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Frogstomp89 » 21 Dec 2011, 02:17  

Can anyone here explain to me why a distortion pedal may sound less messy and less chaos when its ran through 
a chorus pedal? 
 

 
Frogstomp89  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by ChristoMephisto » 21 Dec 2011, 02:45  

If it's a CE-2, you could probably run a chainsaw though it and it would still sound good 
 
Maybe it's the detuning and filtering that is fix up the distortion 
what pedals you using, or did you just hear about it? 
 

 
ChristoMephisto  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Frogstomp89 » 21 Dec 2011, 03:02  

haha I use this method of mine all the time 
 

Small Clone with a DS1 Or DS2 being ran through  
 

 
Frogstomp89  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by natthu » 21 Dec 2011, 07:26  

Maybe you should try running the two effects in parallel instead of series. 
 



 
natthu  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Ptak » 21 Dec 2011, 07:59  

@frogstomp89: you must be a Nirvana fan with that set up haha  
 

@natthu: Ive never tried this before what would the difference be like? From the sound of it i think i may like it.  
 

 
Ptak  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by natthu » 21 Dec 2011, 12:03  

Try it and find out  
 
I quite often use an LS-2 to mix two different distortions together. I find it can give a fuller, more interesting 
distortion sound than the same two pedals in series. 
 
It's also good if you have an effect you like that kills your low end (I like my low end)... you can keep that sound and 
balance it with something that retains bass... 
 

 
natthu  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by ChristoMephisto » 21 Dec 2011, 14:11  

Miss having a LS2, very useful pedal and a little under appreciated 
 



 
ChristoMephisto  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Dirk » 21 Dec 2011, 17:34  

I run my chorus in front of my distortion, I find in doing that it keeps both effects more intact. 
This is how it was done in the old days too, before there were distortion pedals or effects loops, people would just 
run their 
effects in front of a screaming amp, this is the way Jimi did it and this sounds great. 
 
I love using the BF-2 set up for a chorus sound (manual and resonance at min., depth and rate at 10-12 o'clock). 
This pretty much nails the "Bark at the Moon" sound, the Ozzy Osbourne song. 
Guitarist Jake E. Lee did exactly the same thing, guitar into BF-2 into OD-1 into Marshall. 
 

I know it's 80's, but hey; I'm still a poser.  
 

 
Dirk  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by cctsim » 21 Dec 2011, 19:10  

When you set the Manual at min the Depth control should have very little or no effect.  
It will set and fix the frequency notch similar to the matrix in the deluxe electric mistress. 
 
The BF-2 should sound more like a chorus if the Manual control is maxed.  
The manual controls the delay. The max delay in BF-2 is 13ms when Manual is maxed. 
For "lush" chorus you really need ~30ms delay but the min delay starts at 10ms. 
 
cctsim  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Dirk » 21 Dec 2011, 22:22  

You're right, but did you know that the delay time is wired backwards? Meaning that at 0 it max. delay time, 
and at 10 is the shortest delay time? It's in the manual.  
Therefore, the chorus sounds are from counterclockwise to noon, 
and the flanger sounds are from noon to max. Or thereabouts. 
 



 
Dirk  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by cctsim » 22 Dec 2011, 06:25  

It makes no sense to have min/max swapped but you are right. I haven't noticed this in the manual, thanks. 
 
If you like Jake E. Lee, I am sure you will enjoy this: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/user/JaydeeOldBo ... C0AFE67689 
 
cctsim  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Dirk » 22 Dec 2011, 16:34  

That's great, thanks for that.  
 

 
Dirk  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by kelmaur » 29 Dec 2011, 01:08  

Chorus mixed with distortion is all over 
VH's 5150 also... 
 
kelmaur  

 

Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Dirt Box » 16 Jan 2012, 20:30  

This is why I love this place.  Thanks Dirk, I didn't know that.  Time to dig out the BF2 and do some teaking. 
 
Dirt Box  

 



Re: Mixing Chorus and Distortion 

by Steam Abacus » 16 Jan 2012, 21:12  

For years, I used my BF-2 for 'chorus' rather than 'flanger' sounds. I would have the Manual set at 9 o'clock, the 
Depth at very slightly before 9 o'clock, the Rate knob pointing at the 'R' of 'Res' (2 0'clock) and the Resonance at 

minimum. (I still remember the settings! ) 
 
These days, I no longer use any modulation fx on my guitar but I still have the old BF-2. Maybe I should dust it 
down and try it out again. 
 

 
Steam Abacus  


