
Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 08:25  

Is there an easy way to use a 3PDT switch to do the switching on the SD1 ? 
 
Thanks for your help !!  

 
 
HotTubes  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by natthu » 01 Apr 2012, 09:11  

There are definitely ways to mod a Boss pedal to have a 3PDT switch for true bypass. Some of them look pretty 
ugly though. 
 
The most common version I've seen is to mount the 3PDT in the Boss pedal's treadle... which looks horrible. I have 
seen a version of a 3PDT footswitch that is small enough to fit under the treadle, which means that you can retain 
the original look of the boss pedal while still having the true bypass switching. I have not had much luck finding 
these small switches in the past though... might be a rarity. 
 
There is also a Jack Deville Electronics clickless switching system available for Boss pedals. Check their for 
details. There's a link up the top labelled 'clickless system' (or something similar) 
 

 
natthu  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 10:05  

Thanks for the reply !! 
 
This is my fault , i was not specific enough in my opening question ... 
 
 
I'm rehousing a SD1 into a 1590BB , along with a boost circuit ...so i want to use the same type of switches for both 
boost and SD1 (3PDT) 
So my conflict is the issue of Momentary type switching used by Boss , and the Vero made boost board that i will 
be using latching 3PDT style . 
 
I have read about the True by Pass mods , or also about the ' always On " FET mods etc etc .... 
 
Is there an easy way to circumvent all the switching system on the SD1 ?? 
 
Thanks for any help ! 
 
HotTubes  

 



Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by natthu » 01 Apr 2012, 10:37  

I'm fairly certain you can bypass the switching part of the Boss circuit, and just access the audio in and out of the 
effect. You'd need to know what you're looking for on a schematic though... unfortunately I am not knowledgeable 

in this area and I can't help you with that  
 
One of our resident experts might be able to point you in the right direction though. 
 

 
natthu  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 11:02  

Ok ...Thanks !!!  
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Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by Laurie » 01 Apr 2012, 16:11  

Yes - can be done with a bit of fiddling. Pull some components and add some pull-down resistors to stop the 
clicking and away you go. 
 
When you have you hands onthe board I can walk you through it. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 17:12  

Thanks Laurie !!!  
 
Any time your ready !! 
 
HotTubes  



Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by Laurie » 01 Apr 2012, 17:34  

I'll give it a go... might make some erros the first run through, but we'll fix them as we go. 
 
First let's make sure your circuit board lines up with my schematic. Does thie accurately represent what you see in 
front of you? 
http://www.hobby-hour.com/electronics/s ... rdrive.php 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 18:39  

Yes 100 %  
I have a MIT SD1 Super Overdrive 
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Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by Laurie » 01 Apr 2012, 19:43  

OK! 
 
Remove R13. 
Remove Q1. Jumper source to drain. 
Remove Q2. 
Remove C9. 
Remove R14. 
If you are keen, you can remove all the flip-flop components, but there is no need. 
 
Wire up the switch like this: 



 
 
If the switch pops, try a 1M resistor from Pin #3 to ground. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 20:16  

Thank You Laurie !!!  
 
In your switch diagram on the lower left corner you show 4.7K resistor to ground , whats that doing ? 
 

I appreciate your help !  
 
HotTubes  

 

 



Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by Laurie » 01 Apr 2012, 20:24  

Grounding the input of the SD-1 circuit when you are in bypass mode so that it doesn't oscillate plus it keeps the 
input cap from "floating" which can create a switching pop. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 20:29  

Thanks again for your help !  
When its finished i will post some pics !! 
 
HotTubes  

 

Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 01 Apr 2012, 23:15  

OK ....just finished play testing this reboxed SD1 with mega help from Laurie ( ) , and all things work as they 
should  
But i have a Glitchy volume pot in this SD1 , so its making a weird distorted sound as the chord decays , but 
something  
tells me i have run into this before and it was a problem in the clipping diodes if i remember right . 
 
Only thing left now is to wire the LED's to the switches etc etc ..... 

HT  
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Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by natthu » 02 Apr 2012, 00:05  

Sweet. I'm glad the modding worked out for you! 
 

 
natthu  



Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 02 Apr 2012, 02:19  

Yeah , Laurie saved the day !!  
 
He was very helpful in this case , i had not performed the " Always On " mod before cause as a rule the boss 
switching is decent  
so i never have to touch it etc . I'd like to crawl around inside his head for awhile ...just think of the shit you would 

learn eh !!  
 
When i get more time i will pot a pic or two of what i was doing ! 
 

HT  
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Re: Switching the SD1 with a 3PDT ? 

by HotTubes » 04 Apr 2012, 05:48  

OK , as promised ....i'm posting some pics of this reboxed SD1 w/ added Boost circuit etc !!! 
This pedal enclosure was going to be one of my Plexi Pro pedals , but i decided to swap out  
the Plexi guts and toss in the Super Overdrive , the Plexi will get a new paint scheme later !! 
The switch is a gain booster from stock to high gain etc ... 
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