Capacitor lifespan in pedals

mby sclitheroe » 17 Jun 2014, 03:10

Given that they don't handle a lot of voltage, nor suffer a lot of heat, how long do you think the electrolytic
capacitors in a typical Boss pedal are good for?

sclitheroe

Re: Capacitor lifespan in pedals

mby Laurie » 17 Jun 2014, 03:41

42 years.

Laurie

Re: Capacitor lifespan in pedals

mby Pepe » 17 Jun 2014, 07:13

42 is always a good answer! @

4= dirrerr IHPUT
=) a +

oss —
ynthesizar
SrE-1

Pepe

Re: Capacitor lifespan in pedals

mby natthu » 17 Jun 2014, 11:19

Not when the question is "how many dollars do you have in you budget to buy more pedals?"

natthu



Re: Capacitor lifespan in pedals

mby sclitheroe » 17 Jun 2014, 14:06

fo
42..duly noted &

| was eyeing a DM-2 and thinking about the fact that it has 33 year old components at this point. I'll not worry about
it.

-Scott

sclitheroe

Re: Capacitor lifespan in pedals

Cby bob barcus » 17 Jun 2014, 21:28

Jacks need to be changed and Clean...| learned that one when a tech charged me $40.00 all he did was shoot
Deoxit-5 and tiny wire brush...They are (floor) pedals

bob barcus

Re: Capacitor lifespan in pedals

mby FastEddie » 24 Jun 2014, 21:40

Probably when the pedal starts sounding muddy, but most would consider that modding a pedal

FastEdc;e

Re: Capacitor lifespan in pedals

Cby Laurie » 25 Jun 2014, 03:25

The non-flippant answer is "nobody knows".
More than 10(?), less than 50(?). Depends on too many factors to be able to predict:

- use in the circuit (coupling, smoothing, etc.)

- voltage differential and spikes during working life
- rated voltage vs working voltage in circuit

- how often and for how long energized

- quality of the manufacturing run of the capacitor
- quality of the engineering design of the capacitor
- temperature the pedal was stored at

- temperature the pedal was used at

- amount of mechanical stress (vibration, etc)

- temperature and duration of soldering

-etc



Laurie



