
Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by visserman » 27 Nov 2013, 14:25  

Wah in question is a CryBaby GCB 95. 
 
Mechanical squeaks coming from mainly area where pot and plastic shaft is. On the plastic shaft is some grease 
but still.............. 
Did spray very carefully some lubricant. Mine does have a sealed pot, but still, need to be careful. 
Anyway, pedal still squeaks. Even exprimented with foottechnique to avoid the squeak, but not good eh? Want to 
play without any of that nonsense really. 
 
Question is? Any of you have a cure for this. 
Other footpedals are equally prone to this issue like Boss expression pedal, but let us focus for now on Wah. 
 
Did also spray lightly the pivotpoints at the back, still without any results. 
 

 
visserman  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by Pepe » 27 Nov 2013, 15:02  

I use vaseline spray in that case. It works as good as the greese. Once you have disassembled and cleaned a wah 
pedal (I have dealt with a few GCB-95's in the last years) most of the greese vanishes. Vaseline is good and long-
lasting. Also great for squeaking keyboard/synthesizer keys.  
 
Where does it still squeak? The axis perhaps? A bit of oil could help. I would recommend flute key oil. 
 

 
Pepe  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by Dirk » 27 Nov 2013, 17:23  

I bought a Morley with optical switching....  
 

 
Dirk  

 



Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by zombiwoof » 27 Nov 2013, 19:54  

The pivot point under the treadle where it is attached to the case of the wah can be lubed, it can be the cause of 
squeaks. 
 
Al 
 
P.S. What I'm referring to here is the tensioner for the treadle, that is attached with two screws to the case. 
 
zombiwoof  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by Laurie » 27 Nov 2013, 19:55  

Not being flippant... play louder? 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by sclitheroe » 27 Nov 2013, 21:51  

That would be like handing Mully a pedal with a plastic washer and telling him to play with his eyes closed.  It's just 

being mean  
 
sclitheroe  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by Laurie » 28 Nov 2013, 07:43  

Wasn't meant to be.  Can't get away from mechanical noise in a pedal that has mechanics as it's essence. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

 



Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by natthu » 28 Nov 2013, 08:34  

Here is my simple 2-step process for eliminating mechanical squeak in Wahs: 
 
1) Buy a new one. 
2) When that one starts to squeak, repeat from step 1) 
 

Unfortunately, I think squeak in these things if fairly inevitable  
You're just lucky if it happens later rather than sooner. 
I would like to hear if anyone does have a solution for this though... 
 

 
natthu  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by Pepe » 28 Nov 2013, 08:58  

My solution works.  
 

 
Pepe  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by visserman » 29 Nov 2013, 15:35  

natthu wrote: 
Here is my simple 2-step process for eliminating mechanical squeak in Wahs: 
 
1) Buy a new one. 
2) When that one starts to squeak, repeat from step 1) 
 

Unfortunately, I think squeak in these things if fairly inevitable  
You're just lucky if it happens later rather than sooner. 
I would like to hear if anyone does have a solution for this though... 

 
I think you are right. Dirk is absolutely spot on, those Morely's will not have the squeak. 
Anyway, your suggetions have been tried but do not cure problem. 
I will get back to you once I have got is sorted. 
Playing louder? Yes, true, or maybe just forget about the noise, get on with it and enjoy.............................. 
 



 
visserman  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by sclitheroe » 30 Nov 2013, 00:10  

Laurie wrote:  
Wasn't meant to be. Can't get away from mechanical noise in a pedal that has mechanics as it's essence. 

 
I hope it didn't sound like I actually thought you were being mean or flippant, I was thinking more along the lines 
that it was a funny suggestion, and that squeaks cannot be unheard, much as plastic washers cannot be unseen. 

 
 
sclitheroe  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by Dirk » 30 Nov 2013, 11:29  

Just like some YT video's where one can hear the strings flop over the music...  
 

 
Dirk  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by visserman » 30 Nov 2013, 16:41  

I hope it didn't sound like I actually thought you were being mean or flippant, I was thinking more along the lines 
that it was a funny suggestion, and that squeaks cannot be unheard, much as plastic washers cannot be unseen. 

 
 
No no, I totally understand, and even if you make silly things about me I would not mind as I am the one who puts 
up links about playing and bandstuff and pedaldemos. I do not mind at all.  
The plastic washers are actually made out of rubber. They are good: You can use any Strap on any guitar without 
having the need to fitting Strap Locks. Dislike StrapLocks, Have had them, could only use certain Straps on 
certains guitars: I change things around a lot, I know some of you may be like: One Strap for one guitar, I am not 
like that, why? Sometimes one strap feels better with one guitar than on other guitar. 
 
Anyway, I do like the joke idea, was thinking for moment, may be a little crude for Mully, I know he is the one who 
goes for TopNotch quality, I am probably the opposite, anyway. all good really. 
 



 
visserman  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by visserman » 30 Nov 2013, 16:43  

Dirk wrote: 

Just like some YT video's where one can hear the strings flop over the music...  

 
I have a guitar around you will all love: No sound on G third fret low E, it is that good, needs set-up, did have set-up 
but guitartechs. are busy and not much time to check their work. This is the kind of life we live, but we all love it!! 
 

 
visserman  

 

Re: Mechanical Squeaks on Wah, what do you do? 

by Pieces Of The Night » 02 Dec 2013, 22:20  

If your getting squeaks from the plastic shaft near the pot just put some Vaseline on it. If your getting squeaks from 
the back where the pedal is bolted down you can loosen the bracket from the inside,then take some wd40 and just 
spray the little bar. 
 

 
Pieces Of The Night  


