
Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 27 Sep 2015, 03:50  

This is starting to become a pet peeve of mine... buying a pedal on ebay and having the knob covers so loose that 
you turn the pedal upside down and they fall off. 
 
It seems some of the boss knobs have a tab that is supposed to go in the slat on the pot shaft but that only works if 
the pots are actually oriented correctly heh... and often they are off by 90 degrees.  
 
Does anyone have a good solution for this? 
 
zentropa  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by Dirk » 27 Sep 2015, 09:45  

Glue  
 

 
Dirk  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 27 Sep 2015, 18:09  

Hehe... tried white glue last night to try to re-thread the knob covers. It's not falling off, but if I give it a tug I believe it 
will probably pull off. 
 
If this doesn't work I may try some really thin tape on the pot threads to try and increase the girth by a small 
amount. 
 
zentropa  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by Pepe » 27 Sep 2015, 20:32  

Put a small piece of a handkerchief on the axis and then the knob on that. Don't overdo it. That will solve your 
problem. 
 

 
Pepe  



Re: Loose knob covers 

by Laurie » 27 Sep 2015, 22:17  

I don't understand exactly what's going on here... I've never had a problem fr anything like this that needed 
glue/tape etc. More info or pics please. 
 

 
Laurie  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by sclitheroe » 27 Sep 2015, 22:35  

zentropa wrote: 
I may try some really thin tape on the pot threads to try and increase the girth by a small amount. 

 
Plumbers tape - it'll conform to the grooves in the shaft, and it's super, super thin.  But I agree with Laurie, it's 
surprising this is an ongoing problem. 
 
sclitheroe  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 28 Sep 2015, 00:12  

Thanks for the ideas. Plumbers tape was going to be my next try if the glue fails. 
 
I have no clue why this happens as well unless someone just has a thing for taking the knob covers on and off 
repeatedly... and repeatedly and repeatedly for no reason or continuing to twist the knob cover in one direction 
even after it's hit the max point. Eventually the inside of the knobs wear out and lose their tight grip on the pot shaft.  
 
This was the case on an HM-3 I just bought on ebay but this was the 6th time I've gotten a pedal that had at least 1 
knob cover that would fall off if you turned the pedal upside down and gave it a gentle shake.  
 
I don't really mind when it's on something like a DS-1 where you can get the knobs at radio shack for $2. It 
becomes a bigger pain when it's an out of production pedal with specific color scheme or any boss-specific knob 
that will cost $4.60 + shipping.  
 
The sad thing is, it's gotten to the point where I usually ask the seller (on ebay or a used site like guitar center or 
music go round) if the knob covers are tight before buying, but in this case the HM-3 wasn't covered in rust or have 
someone's intials carved into it so I figured it was a little bit better cared for than most of them you see on ebay.  
 
Also, the knobs of these styles: 

[Picture of a BOSS BF-2]  

[Picture of a BOSS HM-3]  
 
They have a plastic tab that bisects the center of the hole inside the knob cover. There's only 1 orientation the pot 
(square base) can be set to where the plastic tab will fall into the split of the pot shaft and have the mark point in 
the correct direction. e.g. if the pot is maxed, the mark on the top of the knob will point to "Max" and the plastic tab 



inside the knob cover will line up with the split in the pot. On this HM-3, only 2 of the 4 pots were oriented correctly 
to have this happen. When they aren't correctly oriented the knob covers sit a hair higher (less than 1mm) than the 
knobs that have the tabs line up. The knobs that have the tabs line up tend to be a bit more secure even after they 
start to wear down. 
 
zentropa  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 29 Sep 2015, 06:51  

The glue worked fairly well but was one bump or accidental hard tug from coming loose. 
 
Grabbed some teflon tape and it did the trick, although I think I put a bit too much on so the fit was a hair tight and I 
will likely have to pry it off with a screwdriver if I want to remove it. 
 
zentropa  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by Pepe » 29 Sep 2015, 17:24  

zentropa wrote: 
I will likely have to pry it off with a screwdriver if I want to remove it. 

 
Oh please don't do that! That will harm the pedal's paint. In this situation I use a piece of strong cord for stunt kites. 

Just put a loop of it under the knob and pull the cord from both sides. That loosens the tightest knobs!  
 

 
Pepe  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by Dirk » 29 Sep 2015, 17:59  

Excellent tip Pepe! 
 
We should make a sticky for great advice like this. 
 

 
Dirk  

 

 



Re: Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 29 Sep 2015, 18:11  

Pepe wrote: 
Oh please don't do that! That will harm the pedal's paint. In this situation I use a piece of strong cord for stunt kites. 

Just put a loop of it under the knob and pull the cord from both sides. That loosens the tightest knobs!  

 

I would be safe about it and make sure it only was in contact with the nut  
The cord idea is probably a better bet. Hopefully I will have no need to remove it at all. 
 

Excellent tip Pepe! 
 
We should make a sticky for great advice like this. 

 
Maybe I should resurrect my old FAQ i had going on the old forum? I used one of those internet archive sites to dig 
up a copy of it that I was able to save when I couldn't remember the grommet size I needed to replace them on 
pedals. 
 
zentropa  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by sclitheroe » 30 Sep 2015, 00:46  

I, uh...used a small screwdriver to try and get a flared Les Paul style bell style knob off one of my guitars, and the fit 
was tight enough that the plastic shattered.  And then I had to buy four new knobs to make sure the colour 
matched, as they were the the amber ones.  Needless to say, I bought two spares, knowing I might repeat that 
mistake. 
 
sclitheroe  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by Dirk » 01 Oct 2015, 16:12  

zentropa wrote: 
Maybe I should resurrect my old FAQ i had going on the old forum? 

 
If you could do that, that would be great. 
Nice info shouldn't be buried deep under a pile of threads where no one can find them. 
 

 
Dirk  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 01 Oct 2015, 18:39  



I will try to dig it up again (I think i emailed it to myself but i can't remember if i saved it as a word doc instead) and 
repost it. 
 
In my recent quest to acquire another TR-2 I have found a bunch of revisions that aren't listed on the site here. 
Seems after they started removing C4 factory they also released a lead free version that seemed to fix the volume 
issue a bit more but the latest (since mid-late 2009) apparently has a factory trimpot in place of r9 instead of the 
10k resistor. I remember I had this in the FAQ covering "known issues" of pedals. 
 
zentropa  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by Dirk » 01 Oct 2015, 19:10  

You just helped me a fair bit there, on my TR-2 the label is missing, so I had no way to determine the date. 
I opened it up and the print says Pb-free and it has the trimpot, so I now know that it's from '09 or later. 

That narrows it down considderably, thanks a lot my friend!  
 

 
Dirk  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 01 Oct 2015, 19:58  

Cool. I'm glad that could help some. 
 
If I remember correctly, when I installed a trimpot in R9 it was a major pain getting the legs adjusted and having it fit 
correctly (both on the board and in the pcb holes). I have a 2012 model coming from ebay soon. Apparently these 
have gotten popular lately and are harder to get used/cheap now. 
 
zentropa  

 

Re: Loose knob covers 

by zentropa » 02 Oct 2015, 17:21  

FAQ has been reposted. 
 
zentropa  


